Knowing and worshipping God and sharing His love

St Nick’s Church Allestree

- October 2018

What is Church for you?
- Becky Mathew

Have you noticed anything different on our noticeboards?

We needed some new posters particularly for the St Nicholas’ exterior noticeboards
and my eye was caught by a set of posters that were entitled, ‘What Church is for
me...." followed by a list of adjectives: uplifting, inspiration, peace, stillness, wisdom,
belonging, community, family, singing, followed by the question, ‘What could it be
for you?’

It's a particularly challenging question, because of course it’s subjective to our own
experience, if we have any, of being part of a church or attending church services.
Those who might come to church as a visitor to a funeral or wedding for example,
might have a very different view of church than a child who regularly attends Messy
Church or someone who attends the midweek Communion service. Even those who
come regularly on a Sunday morning, will find themselves challenged at times by the
variety of worship that can take place — some weeks we have informal worship with
a music group and children and families joining in, other weeks our services are
more traditional with music provided by an organist. Some people will attend the
services they particularly prefer, others may opt out that particular week and attend
elsewhere. But if we only ever attend one particular style of worship or only go
through the church doors for funerals or don’t engage with the midweek home
groups or the social events like coffee and chat or volunteer to be on a rota for hos-
pitality or reading for example, then what becomes our experience of church? Being
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at the front of church and looking out to the congregation, or handing out books
and orders of service to those coming through the door, changes your experience of
church. Helping at Sunday school or volunteering to wash up the cups after the ser-
vice will also change your experience of what church is and what it could be.

For some people ‘church’ means a building used for religious worship by a Christian
faith group. However, this is not one of the descriptions of church used on the post-
ers. For those who follow Jesus, churches are a place of gathering, where people
from different walks of life, different ages, different nationalities, languages, differ-
ent professions, different political views, may come to worship and draw close to
God. There are places of learning and encounter, they are places of both love and
hurt, they are places where we come as we are, not what others might like us to be.

During the summer holidays, | visited Lancaster University and there was a sign in
their Multi-Faith Centre which read:

“Whether you’re student or staff, undergraduate or postgraduate, into classical mu-
sic or heavy metal, whether you’re gay, straight, bisexual or transsexual, whether
you’re teetotal, like a drink occasionally or alcoholic, whether you’re a humanist, an
atheist, evolutionist or creationist, whether you’re a migrant or refugee, whether
you’re cis-gendered, trans-gendered or don’t know what those words mean, wheth-
er you're physically ill, mentally ill or altogether healthy and content, whether
you’re from the UK or somewhere else in this great wide world, whether you're a
humanities student or sciences student, whether you smoke, take drugs, are addict-

Join us for Messy Church!
October 13th @ 4-6pm

Messy Church is back this coming Saturday in St Nick’s Church Hall!

All welcome — pre-schoolers, KS1 & KS2
children, parents and carers.

Join us for lots of fun, food, crafts,
and sharing the joy of church
community in a fun, family friendly
way!




ed to porn or none of the above, whether you love labels or want to bin them all,
whatever you call yourself, you are welcome here.

Of course, this was written very much with students in mind. But even if you don’t
identify with any of those categories, or indeed if you do, you are welcome to dis-
cover whatever it is that church could be for you.

Yours in faith,
Becky

01332 550224

Christmas Shoebox Appeal
- Celia

Once again, people from St Nick’s are invited to
take part in the annual appeal by Operation
Christmas Child to fill shoeboxes for needy chil-
dren in Third World countries.

Leaflets and some ready-covered boxes will be available from Oct 7th. The collec-
tion date will be Remembrance Sunday Nov 11th.

Most of us really enjoy this very worthwhile project. Last year we filled 92 boxes -
can we do the same again? This year the suggested donation towards distribution
costs has increased from £3 to £5.

Thank you
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Poppies & Peace

Sunday October 14"
3-5pm @ St Paul’s Church, Quarndon DE22 5JA

A ‘poppy’ themed Afternoon tea with the
military antiquities expert from Hanson’s
Auctioneers, Mr Ade Stevenson.

Please bring along family heirlooms that relate
to the Great War (1914-1918)- Medals,
badges, uniforms, gas-masks, field equipment,
ration books, children’s toys, household items
that have a story behind them. A display area
will be available if you’d like to put your items

on show.

Christmas Bring & Share!

For some this might be much too early, but we want to make sure that you get this
date in your diary well in advance!
This year we’ll be inviting everyone to a bring and share lunch
after the All Age Christingle Service on 2nd December,

so that we can enjoy each other’s company, soak up the festive

atmosphere, and generally make merry together as Church family.

It will be so good to be together—there’ll be games and music, fun and food
Let’s deepen our friendships and spend time together celebrating during "the most
wonderful time of the year’!

Keep your eyes peeled for more info nearer the time!




HELP RAISE OUR ROOF
- Derby Play and Recycling Centre (PARC)

We know that, like us, you are passionate about the environment. Over a number of
years the local community has continued to benefit from the resources in the scrap-
store or paint from our RePaint scheme.

Now we at PARC would like to ask you to support us to raise money for urgent
building work. Unfortunately we have a very leaky roof which must be replaced. If
we do not complete this work our future may be limited.

We are doing everything in our power to avoid this. In fact, after replacing the roof,
we have ambitions to develop PARC by repairing the damage to plasterwork and
then repainting two rooms on the first floor which we can then offer for community
use and to deliver creative workshops in-house.

Firstly we need to replace the roof. The full cost of replacing the roof is around
£26,000.

As long standing partners we ask that you show your appreciation for our work by
pledging money to help us reach our crowdfunding target of £5,500, which will
allow us to work on some of the repairs.

For details of our Crowdfunding appeal please go to:
www.crowdfunder.co.uk/raise-the-roof-9/

This appeal is open until 7th November.

Alternatively, you can send a donation

directly to us at: e'
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Play and Recycling Centre,
6-10 Werburgh Street,
Derby

DE22 3QG '_SJ
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or through our bank (details given on
request).

With thanks and best wishes,
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Maureen (on behalf of all at PARC)



The Real Advent Calendar -
is it that time already?!

(\ X OF This year at St Nick’s there’s the opportunity to buy the won-
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| J\\ '\ .. derful ‘Real Advent Calendar’, a Fairtrade chocolate Advent
PV

calendar that encourages children to engage with the Christ-
mas Story. Here are some details about the project:

About the Campaign

The Real Advent Calendar is the UK’s only Fairtrade Advent calendar which comes
with a free 24 page Christmas story-activity book.

The Real Advent calendar was created in 2013 following surveys which showed that
36% of 5-7 year olds did not know whose birthday is celebrated at Christmas.

In the same year 51% of adults said that the birth of Jesus was irrelevant to their
Christmas.

The Real Advent Calendar is a great way to reverse this tipping point and put Christ
back into the hearts of those who no longer know the Christmas story in full. To
help with this the Real Advent Calendar comes with a free 24 page Christmas story-
activity book. There is a page for every day of Advent and some fun Advent chal-
lenges along the way.

Tastes good and does good

Over the past four years, with the support of schools and churches of all denomina-
tions, we have sold more than 500,000 calendars and given away more than
£54,000 to charitable causes. We have supported the Funzi Bodo baby clinic in Ken-
ya, Traidcraft Exchange which helps improve the lives of those who grow sugar and
cocoa, and the work of The Children’s Society.

Money raised from this year’s calendar will help
The Funzi and Bodo Trust provide more than
600,000 eggs a year to feed children in Kenya,
buy books for schools and supply medicines. We
are also proud to promote the work of Traidcraft
Exchange.

About Advent and calendars

Advent is the season leading up to Christmas day.
It starts four Sundays before Christmas. It’s an
exciting time for children as they wait for the big
day when they will celebrate Christmas and open




their presents. For Christians it is a time of preparation and waiting too, and re-
calling the events of the first Christmas more than 2000 years ago. Advent calendars
were popular in Germany in the early 1800s and soon spread across Europe. The
idea is simple - there is a window to open for each day of advent. It means that one
day at a time you can share the journey to Christmas Day.

How to Purchase through the Church

If you would like to purchase any amount of advent calendars, please place your
order on the sign up sheet at the back of church by the 30th of October; we need to
order at least 18 to qualify for a delivery. I'll then place an order on the 31st and
distribute / collect payment when they’re delivered. The suggested retail price is
£3.99 each, but you are very welcome to donate more to the cause.

If you have grandchildren you often buy advent calendars for, or children of your
own, please consider The Real Advent Calendar - it’s a quality product for a great
cause.

Many thanks, Gael Browne
Administrator

The Children's Society

The
Children® .
Society Autumn Coffee Morning

Christine & Helen

This fantastic event will be taking place on
Thursday 25th October 10-11.30am
in St Nicholas Church Hall
Admission will be £1 and includes coffee/tea and a biscuit; why not treat yourself to
a slice of home made cake too?! Stalls include plants, cakes, tombola, bric-a-brac,
books, craft and the ever popular Children's Society Christmas Cards.

Please come along to not only have a great time, but also to support vulnerable chil-
dren and young people who become involved with "county lines", face difficulties
leaving care or who leave home because of the difficulties there.

Thanks for your continuing support.



Getting to Know You!
A look at the wonderful people who make up our family
here at St Nick’s

In this issue of our newsletter we’re launching a new item that’s
s . .

y nOre dedicated to looking at some of the

lovely people who do jobs in and around our Church, and this

oY
?a“\ Ta\’\ month we’ll be starting with our recently appointed Church

Warden!

How long have you been coming to St Nick’s, and what made you walk through the doors?
| have been coming to St Nick’s since 2006. | started coming because we had moved to the

area and it is the closest church.

What do you find most challenging about being a Christian?
Probably trying to identify and then carry out what God wants me to do.

Who do you find inspirational?
There have been various well-known Christians - Nicky Gumbel, Jackie Pullinger, Corrie Ten
Boom, David Wilkerson. Non-Christians (as far as | am aware) would include David Attenbor-

ough, Jamie Oliver.

Do you have any favourite Bible verses?

These would include John 3:16, Psalm 23, and John 6:35 (Jesus said to them 'l am the bread
of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never
be thirsty').

October 31st is a tricky one for Christians...
- Ross Thompson, ChristianToday.com

For some, it's a bit of light-hearted fun and an excuse to eat an absurd amount of
sweets, for others, it signifies something darker. Whatever your thoughts, it's good
to be prepared and to engage with what's going on in your community, so we've put
together a list of ways you can do just that:

1. Throw a Light Party. This is a church classic, embedded into the psyche of youth
workers everywhere along with Christingle services which inevitably end in
someone's hair setting on fire. But they work, and you can find some good resources
online for how to do your own.



2. Subvert the conventions of Halloween. If your carving skills go beyond enthusias-
tically attacking a turkey on Christmas Day, how about attempting to recreate Jesus
in a pumpkin?

3. Treat or tract. No one likes the guy who hands out fake £20 notes emblazoned
with John 3:16, but you could find a way to incorporate a Bible verse into your gift
giving.

4. Practice radical generosity. Why not use Halloween as an excuse to demonstrate
extravagant generosity and give out enormous chocolate bars like Christian artist
Jimmy Needham? After all, there is nothing fun about a fun-sized Mars Bar. There
just isn't.

5. Have an apologetic answer to give. As a Christian, you might get questions about
your stance on Halloween. People will want to know what you think, so have an an-

swer to give them, whatever it might be. You can do better than 'Um, well, | think
some Christians have a problem with it..."

6. Celebrate All Saints Day instead. November 1 is All Saints Day, but it seems to
have fallen down the list of days we like to commemorate along with Winter Lent
and Epiphany. Take the opportunity to have people round and celebrate. You could
even go one step further and dress up — we'd recommend St Francis.

7. Know where your line is. You might decide that the fantasy side of Halloween —
the werewolves, vampires and gargoyles — is okay, but the demons and witches
aren't. Work out where you stand, and then focus your negative attention on practi-
cal engagement. Letter writing to shops and supermarkets is really powerful, so let
them know what you'd like to see less of in their aisles and marketing schemes. Do
it as politely, clearly and with as little hysteria as possible. Think of the impression
your letter would leave on the people in customer services who read it. Will it help
them to understand where some Christians are coming from?

8. Make Halloween a day that you share your
faith. Sometimes we all need a nudge to tell others
what we actually believe, so you could use October
31st as a day to say something on Facebook, for
example. A long-winded explanation of the gospel,
however true and well-meaning, will probably not
go down very well, but something short and
honest might be nice.




9. Seek out ways to practically help those out celebrating. What if we didn't simply
shut ourselves in church (or in the house with the lights off), but instead opened our
doors and welcomed those out celebrating? What about offering hot chocolates to
cold trick-or-treaters, or joining those who hand out flip flops and water outside
clubs? Have a think about what would work for your town, and definitely pray for

the safety of all those out on the night.

10. Light up your church. And finally, turn on the lights in your church and leave
them on all night. Just don't tell whoever's in charge of accounts...

Children’s Society Prayer
A prayer for children caught in the
debt trap

Help us, Loving God, to see

beyond the smile of the child

who misses weeks at school,

to the embarrassment of the parent
who cannot afford their child's uniform.

Beyond the apology of the child

who misses a friend’s birthday party,
to the parent who can’t afford a gift
as they try to clear off a payday loan.

Beyond the bullying in the dinner hall
of the child with too little for lunch,

to the ache in the parent who

goes hungry for the sake of their child.

Help us, Loving God, to see

beyond the stereotypes and statistics
and inspire us to work to ease the
burden on children and their families
trapped in seemingly never-ending debt.
Amen.

Volunteer Secretary Required:

Allestree Churches Together (ACT) are
looking for a volunteer secretary to
take minutes of meetings every few

months and to help with small admin-

istration tasks.

Please contact Revd Becky on:
550224 or email
vicarallestreequarndon@hotmail.com

if you can help or would like more
information.

Holiday at Home at Broadway
Baptist Church

Thank you to everyone who volunteered
to help at this event. Fifty to sixty people
came to Broadway to enjoy the friend-
ship, fun and food for three days, fol-
lowed by a day coach trip to RAF
Cosford museum.

All who went enjoyed this well organ-
ised event, and the help from all the
Churches Together in Allestree was very
much appreciated.
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NEW! Air Ambulance Donation
Drop Off Point |

air ambulance
Derbyshire Lexestershire Rutland
Warwickshire Northamptonshire

Did you see our new addition in the Car-park?
We're encouraging people to donate, recycle, reuse
their clothing, sheets, pillowcases, towels, paired shoes,

curtains to this extremely valuable community resource- the Air Ambulance.

Something to read:
' “The rich and the poor
mon: the Lord is the
-Proverbs

Something to think about:

This reading picks up on a common theme in the Bible. We hear many times that those who
are rich need to take care of people living in poverty, and that they have a special responsi-
bility not to abuse their power. Here, this important verse tells us why.

Poor and rich alike are made in the image of God. We all share God’s life, and at life’s end
we all return to God. Therefore, we need to respect one another as equal members of God’s
creation, and we can learn from one another about the God whose love is alive in us all.

One of Christian Aid’s great strengths is that we share stories of people living in poverty
around the world with you, our supporters in the UK. As you read stories like those of peo-
ple displaced by Boko Haram in Nigeria, remember that the Lord is the maker of us all, and
that we are all created with God-given dignity.

Something to do:

Look out in the media for images or stories about people living with poverty. Ask yourself
whether this material is sufficiently respectful of these people as part of God’s creation. If
not, are there ways you could communicate your concern to others?

Something to pray:

Lord, help me to remember that everyone | meet today is wonderfully made in your image.
Help me to make this real through the way | behave towards my sisters and brothers, and
the way | share your good gifts with them.

Amen.
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Upcoming Services

The Chapel is open for prayers from 9:30am on a Sunday before the service .

Dates/Services Leaders Readings
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